RULES OF THE COMPETITION FOR THE BEST CONFERENCE POSTER

§1. General provisions

1.

These rules set out the terms of the competition for the best poster presented at the
European Conference on Rheology (AERC 2026) in Krakow, hereinafter referred to as
the “Conference”.

The competition is organised by the AERC 2026 Scientific and Organising
Committee, hereinafter referred to as the “Organiser”.

The aim of the competition is to promote high-quality scientific results presented as
the poster form.

§2. Prize Sponsors

1.

2.

3.

POLYMERS journal, MDPI AG, Grosspeteranlage 5, 4052 Basel, Switzerland
a prize of EUR 400;

ACS Publications (USA) —

two prizes of EUR 200 each;

GELS journal, MDPI AG, Grosspeteranlage 5, 4052 Basel, Switzerland

a prize of EUR 200

§3. Competition participants

1.

v

The competition is open to Conference participants who have submitted and are
presenting a poster in accordance with the Conference rules.

Acceptance of these rules is a condition of participation in the competition.

Entry to the competition is made through registered participation in the conference
poster session.

The poster must meet the formal requirements specified by the Conference Organiser.
Registration for the poster session constitutes consent to the evaluation of the paper by
the Competition Committee.

§4. Competition Committee

N

4.

Posters are assessed by a Competition Committee appointed by the Organiser.

The Competition Committee consists of 9 members .

The Committee comprises experts in a field related to the theme of the Conference and
representatives of the publishing houses funding the prizes who are present at the
Conference.

The Committee’s decisions are final and cannot be appealed.

§5. Assessment criteria

1.

2.

Posters are assessed according to the following criteria:

a) the substantive value of the work,

b) originality and innovation,

c) clarity and aesthetic quality of the presentation,

d) the manner of the oral presentation (if applicable),

e) relevance to the theme of the Conference.

Each criterion may be scored according to a scale determined by the Committee.



§6. Competition results
1. The winners of the competition will be selected on the basis of the Committee’s
assessments.
2. The results of the competition will be announced on 17 April 2026 during the Closing
Ceremony of the Conference.
3. Winners will receive prizes in the form of certificates and cash prizes.
§7. Prizes
1. The organiser has provided the following prizes:
a) 1* place — a cash prize of EUR 400 — (POLYMERS)
b) 2™ place — a cash prize of USD 300 (Journal of Rheology)

¢) 3 equal honourable mentions — cash prizes of EUR 200 each (GELS and 2x ACS)

2. The Organiser reserves the right to change the prize pool.
§8. Copyright and consents

1. The participant declares that they are the author of the submitted poster and hold full
rights to it.

2. The participant consents to the use of the poster (e.g. publication of photographs,
promotional materials) by the Organiser for informational and promotional purposes .

§9. Final provisions
1. The Organiser reserves the right to amend these rules.
2. In matters not covered by these rules, the decision shall be made by the Organiser.
3. These rules and regulations come into force on the date of their publication.
Competition Organisers:
¢ Polish Society of Technical Rheology

e Symposium Cracoviense Sp z 0.0.

13th of April 2026, Krakow



